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Baseball stadium gets OK from council
Project in Bull Street development passes
with 4-3 vote after hours of debate
Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

If Columbia builds it, they will come.
At least, that’s what Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin
is hoping, as the city is on track to get a minor
league baseball stadium at the planned Bull Street
development.
After four hours of debate and discussion, City
Council passed a plan Tuesday night to fund the
construction of a baseball stadium and multi-use
entertainment venue on the Bull Street development. It
was the first of two votes to approve the plans.
The proposal passed with a 4-3 vote, with council
members Moe Baddourah, Leona Plaugh and Tameika

Fortune 100
company
could move
on campus
University asks state for
permission to negotiate
with business
Thad Moore

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A For t u ne 10 0 compa ny is
eyeing a move into a n of f ice
building that a private contractor
has planned for USC’s campus.
USC officials wouldn’t discuss
the project, but the universit y
w ill ask t he st ate Budget
a nd Cont rol Board today for
permission to negotiate with the
company directly and to enter
i nto a cont ract later w it hout
further board approval.
In its request, USC said the
company would bring a “new
business venture” to Columbia
and do research and development
work in the new building, which
w ill be built at t he corner of
Assembly and Blossom streets.
Citing an anonymous source,
The State reported that the IBM
and construction company Fluor,
both Fortune 500 companies, are
interested in the space.
The company will also provide
USC with undisclosed services.
The contract for those services
would have to be approved by the
state Department of Commerce
and USC.
USC said in the request that
bringing the company to campus
“would bring significant business
to, and create new jobs in, South
Carolina.”
The of f ice building will be
built by Atlanta-based Holder
Properties, which will also build
an apartment complex on t wo
park i ng lot s by t he Carol i na
Coliseum.
U S C ’s l e a s e w i t h H o l d e r
Properties is also up for approval
by the Budget and Control Board
BUSINESS • 3

Isaac Devine voting against it.
In order to fund the $38 million project, the city
will commit $29 million in hospitality bonds, sports
investment company Hardball Capital will contribute
$6 million and Hughes Development will contribute
the remaining $3 million.
Under the 30-year contract, Atlanta-based Hardball
Capital would pay up to $516,000 per year toward the
project until private investment in the development
reaches $60 million.
Once the stadium has been built, Columbia could
potentially bring in around $692,400 in annual taxes
and fees. The city would initially be allowed to hold up
to 20 events in the stadium per year, but that number is
up for negotiation.
The Bull Street development is to be executed in four
phases, with costs coming to a total of approximately
$137 million. Over the course of five years, costs

Pups
cheer
students
up

Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A Palmetto Animal Assisted Life Services Labrador cheers up a student in the Thomson Student Health Center lobby Tuesday.

Student Health Services
holds stress relief event
Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Let’s be honest: Midterms aren’t
fun.
Yo u m a d e t h e f l a s h c a r d s ,
studied the outlines and wrote the
term papers, but wit h just days
left before spring break, you’re

Program looks to rebrand,
improve image with title
Thad Moore

Courtesy of USC

probably feeling a little burnt out.
To t r y t o e a s e s ome of t he
pre-break pressure, the Student
Health Services trotted out four
f urr y friends, who got st udents
out of their books, if only for a few
minutes.
E m o r y, a s e v e n - m o nt h - o l d
Burmese mou ntain dog, joined
Fred, Warrior and Gilbert, three
Labrador brothers, in the Thomson
Health Center lobby Tuesday as

part of the health center’s Keep
Calm series, an initiative that aims
to relieve students’ stress.
“According to [National College
Health Assessment] data, stress is
the No. 1 impediment for USC
students,” said Marieke Pennings,
a C a mp u s We l l ne s s g r ad u at e
assistant.
I n t he pa st , st udent s have
frolicked with the dogs on Davis
PUPS • 2

Art department plans new name
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Holder Properties will build an
office building on Assembly Street.

related to the stadium, including for its constriction and
parking, are expected to be $86.1 million.
“We are trying to fix any cost to the city at the very
beginning,” Benjamin said.
Under the contract with Hardball, if more than
275,000 people go to the stadium in one year, the city
will make $1 off of each ticket sold.
Community members expressed both concerns
about and support for the project at the meeting, and
the public spoke for more than an hour.
John Durst, former director of the Hospitality
Association of South Carolina, urged the council to
delay a vote on the proposal, saying the plan was still a
work in progress when it was presented Tuesday night,
and that made him uncomfortable.
“Please don’t make a rushed decision,” he said.
“Please don’t vote on this matter tonight.”
BASEBALL • 3

USC’s art department is planning
to go by a new name — the School of
Visual Art and Design — that it hopes
will better capture what it offers and
improve its cachet.
Depar t ment Cha ir Peter
Chametzky said the school distinction
is a “more accurate label,” because
it has four main programs — art
history, art education, art studio and
media arts. Similar programs across
the country call themselves schools,
he said.
Universit y trustees will have to
approve t he name change, which
c o u ld h ap p e n t h i s s e m e s t e r. I f
approved, the art department would
become only the second school in the
College of Arts and Sciences, along

with the School of the Earth, Ocean
and Environment.
But t he name cha nge wou ld n’t
affect the department’s structure or
funding, Chametzky said. Instead, it’s
more of an effort to rebrand.
The name w ill elevate t he
department’s compet it ive graphic
design program and its media arts
program, which it sees as areas of
potential growth that prospective
students might miss when they see a
name like “Department of Art.”
“ T he y t h i n k of p a i nt i n g a nd
s c u lpt u re a nd p r i nt m a k i n g a nd
drawing and sculpture and ceramics,
which we have, but that’s just one area
within the department,” Chametzky
said. “When somebody’s looking for a
place, maybe they just move on.”
The effort to elevate media arts and
design comes as enrollment in the
department has fallen. In Fall 2013,
there were 526 full-time students in
the department, a 16 percent drop

over five years, which Chametzky said
matches nationwide trends.
Each of t he depa r t ment’s fou r
main majors saw decreases, according
to universit y data. A rt history fell
36 percent, and art education and
art studio, which includes graphic
design, each fell 22 percent. Media
arts enrollment fell by 13 percent.
Cha met zk y sa id he t h i n k s t he
name change will also improve the
reputation of USC’s art programs
overall.
When Chametzky fi rst got a letter
saying he was a candidate to be the
department’s chair, he said, he tossed
it aside. Already the director of the
School of Art and Design at Southern
Illinois University, being the chair
of an art depart ment didn’t seem
appealing right away.
“It sou nds l ike a more l im ited
position than what I have now,” he
said he thought at the time.
ART • 3
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4 Clemson football players
suspended from 1st game

Fake SC doctor pleads
guilty to identity theft

11 protesters arrested
by State House garage

Fou r Clemson footba l l players have been
suspended from the fi rst game of the 2014 season,
The State reported.
Coach Dabo Swinney made the announcement on
Tuesday, saying he was disappointed the players will
miss the opening game against Georgia on August
30.
The four players are David Beasley, an offensive
guard, Shaq Anthony, an offensive tackle, Garry
Peters, a defensive back, and Corey Crawford, a
defensive end. Crawford and Beasley were starters
during last year’s season.
Swinney called the players “four good young men”
but said they will miss the game because they broke
a team rule.
“A huge pa r t of ou r prog ra m is teach i ng
accountability, responsibility and that there are
consequences for your actions,” Swinney said.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

A ut hor it ie s say t h at a m a n who t reated
hundreds of Columbia patients has pleaded guilty
to stealing a physician’s identity and pretending to
be a doctor, The Associated Press reported.
Ernest Addo faces two years in prison after
pleading g uilt y to a federal charge of using
someone else’s identity to commit health care
fraud. He will be sentenced in June.
Authorities say Addo stole the identit y of a
friend who was a practicing physician in the
Orangeburg area. He was arrested in Austell, Ga.,
in 2012 and charged with practicing medicine
w it hout a license a nd illegally dist ribut ing
controlled substances.
T he 51-yea r- old rem a i n s ja i led, a nd h is
attorneys declined to comment after his hearing
on Tuesday.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

About two dozen protesters blocked the Pendleton
Street entrance to the State House parking garage,
and 11 of them were arrested, The State reported.
The people participating in Truthful Tuesday
blocked the roadway to protest South Carolina’s
rejection of the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid
expansion, holding signs that said “Morality is not
Partisan” and “SHAME.”
Among those arrested were Kitt Grach, 74, of
Charleston, who said she did not need to worry
about an arrest on her record because she doesn’t
need to find a job.
Shawn Crowe, a self-described Republican and
student studying engineering, was also arrested. He
said he “never left the Republican Party, but they
left me.”
The arrested protesters will appear in court
March 28.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

PUPS • Continued from 1
Field, but because of the
cold weather Tuesday, the
pups were moved inside to
keep warm, Pennings said.
The dogs came from the
Palmetto Animal Assisted
Life Services, or PAALS, a
facility that trains animals
to help people w it h
disabilities function more
easily and efficiently.
F o u r t h - y e a r
experimental psychology
student Kelsey Conley was
no stranger to the PAALS
dogs in the health center.
Conley is a member of
Cocky’s Canine PA ALS,
a new club on campus that
work s closely w it h a nd
volu nteers for PA A LS.
According to Conley, dogs
like Emory, Fred, Warrior
a nd Gilber t do much

more than relieve stress
around midterms, but not
many people k now their
potential.
“People don’t
understand their
importance because they
haven’t seen what they can
do,” she said.
I n add it ion to t he
puppy playtime, Campus
Wellness has held a few
more Keep Calm events
in t he past, including a
fi nancial literacy workshop
and Group-X classes, and
they’re looking to do some
more, Pennings said.
T he ne x t p up p y d a y
will be in March, and a
few more are in the works
closer to fi nal exams.
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Students were able to interact and play with different kinds of dogs in the Thomson Student Health Center.
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BASEBALL • Continued from 1
Colu mbia resident Bob Lim ing
echoed Durst and told the council to
read through the agreement closely
before signing anything.
“I’m not against baseball. I’m not
against progress,” Liming said. “But
some of us disagree, Mr. Mayor.”
But Ted Speth, another Columbia
citizen, told the council that stadiums
add to the areas in which they are built.
Speth said he has lived in Durham, N.C.,
and Greenville, both of which recently
constructed minor league stadiums,
and that the construction changed both
cities for the better.
However, Devine and Plaugh both
expressed concerns about how quickly
a vote was being taken on the matter.
Devine said the conversation would not
help the situation, adding that having
the project finished by the proposed
2015 date would be “aggressive but
unrealistic.”
“Based on everything we’re doing,
I think [2015 is] unrealistic,” Devine
said. “If we decide to do this, I think we
should do it later.”

Plaugh made several motions to push
the vote on the project back, but each
motion failed and returned the council
to Benjamin’s initial motion to take a
vote.
“It may be a good deal from a baseball
perspective, but it should also be a good
deal from a city perspective,” Plaugh
said.
The argument between Benjamin
and Plaugh became especially heated
when Plaugh said Benjamin was being
disrespectful toward her; Benjamin then
challenged Plaugh’s demeanor in email
correspondence and her attendance at
meetings. Plaugh told Benjamin she
had only missed two meetings, both for
business reasons.
When the debate subsided, the second
portion of the deal passed unanimously,
and it was decided that Benjamin and
Plaugh would have a conference call
Wednesday morning to discuss concerns
regarding their working relationship.
A final vote on the project is likely to
be taken later this month.

ART • Continued from 1
Later, when he researched the
program, he said, he realized it
was effectively a school. When he
came to Columbia in January 2012,
making it one became a priority.
“ W hen I brought it up to
the facult y at a facult y meeting,

BUSINESS • Cont. from 1
at its meeting. Holder
will pay the university
rent for t he land for
the next 40 years, and
USC will get a share

it w a s g r e e t e d p r ob abl y mor e
enthusiastically than any idea I’ve
ever (had),” Chametzky said. “I said
to the dean afterward, ‘Maybe I
should step down now.’ I’m never
going to have a more popular idea, I
don’t think.”
DG

of t he prof it s . T he
b u i ld i n g s w i l l a l s o
become USC’s after 40
years.
USC is ex pected
to ma ke about $169
m illion in rent over

40 years, and it w ill
spend $664,000 a year
to lease 40,000 square
feet office space in the
new building.

Check out our fashion blog:

boots & bows

on dailygamecock.com
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Business deal is promising, but execution is key
ISSUE
IBM, Fluor might move into an
Innovista office building.
OUR STANCE
If the deal goes through, it’s
an incredible financial boon.
If IBM and Fluor do indeed
move into an of f ice building
planned to be built on USC’s
campus, the school will finally
b e on it s way to rec t i f y i ng
wrongs brought about by t he
poor management and economic
climate that initially crippled the
Innovista venture.
I n nov i s t a , a $14 4 m i l l ion
investment that sought to mix
the private sector with university
research in one place, had mostly
been a failure for years. Even its
parking garages operated in the
red.
T ha n k f u l ly, USC fou nd a
private developer, Atlanta-based
Holder Properties, that wants
to build a $25 million, five-story
office building on the Innovista
research campus. In turn, the
companies could occupy most of
the 120,000-square-foot building
on the corner of Blossom and
Assembly streets.
If everything goes through, the
businesses’ presence will provide
tantalizing opportunities and
benefits to USC and the local
economy alike.
Obv iously, it’s eas y to get
excited about the prospect, but
frankly there’s still a long road

of bureaucracy, negotiations and
financial planning ahead before
USC reaps the rewards of the
project.
IBM has had ties to Innovista
for almost a decade ago, but if USC
wants to land the big fish once and
for all, it needs the state Budget
and Control Board to grant an
exemption to its procurement rules
today.
Shou ld US C ’s r e q u e s t b e
granted, the universit y would
then need to negotiate a contract
with IBM to provide services to
the university. We also need the
budget board to approve Holder
Proper t ies’ lease request on
Wednesday.
There’s a lot of protocol that
needs to be satisfied before we can
even begin to cash in.
At the least, if all goes correctly,
USC will receive $72,600 a year in
rent from the office building, plus
a 15 percent share of its profits.
Between them, and with the rent
Holder will pay for an apartment
complex by the Carolina Coliseum,
USC is expected to make about

“If everything
goes through, the
businesses’ presence
will provide tantalizing
opportunites and
benefits to USC and the
local economy alike.”

$169 million.
The cherry on top is USC’s
right to rent a third of the office
space in the building, which will
open by summer 2017.
It’s a sweet deal, especially
compared to the financial woes of
USC’s past ... and present, for that
matter.
But the potential is absolutely
mouthwatering. Attracting big
names like IBM and Fluor will
obviously have immediate impacts
like economic stimulus, a healthier
job market and improved campus
research and development.
However, the presence of a
Fortune 100 company indicates
the potential of attracting another.
Big-name tenants typically attract
more businesses, and if Columbia
is a good host, the city could build
off this fortuitous cycle.
This is exactly the kind of move
that USC and Columbia need in
order to improve. Maybe this good
fortune is a little serendipitous, but
the university deserves credit for
siezing the opportunity. In any
case, it’s a boon that should reap
further rewards.
But if there’s anything the first
round of Innovista troubles taught
us, it’s that we should also be
cautious. Well before these recent
developments emerged, Innovista
also promised grand results.

We’re encouraged by the
promise of the latest deals, but
first, USC needs to convert that
potential into reality.

US should avoid interfering with Russia
Special diplomatic
tactics needed in Crimea
Conf l ic t bet ween U k ra i ne
and Russia continued to escalate
Tuesday. Although both sides have
stated they don’t want war, neither
has shown any sign of acquiescing.
S t at e m e nt s r e le a s e d b y a
Ukrainian parliamentarian have
also shown little hope of a peaceful
solut ion or even negot iat ion.
In fact, Petro Poroshenko, the
aforementioned parliamentarian,
has even indicated that there’s little
negotiation going on at all.
A t t he s a me t i me , t here’s
plent y of m i l it a r y presence.
Yu r i y S e r g e y e v, U k r a i n e ’s
U.N. ambassador, has reported
that Russian planes, boats and
helicopters came pouring into the
Crimean peninsula with 16,000
troops. Furthermore, armed but
unidentifiable forces have closed
in around Uk rainian militar y
installations. These disguised
troops are likely Russian special
ops, sent for their intimidation
factor.
To make matters worse, after
officials confirmed that Russian
forces have secured complete
operational control of Crimea,
Russian President Vladimir Putin
said that any American criticism
of his military incursion would be
hypocritical. Ouch, but at least he
didn’t make any weapons of mass

destruction jokes.
Putin’s zinger, which Russian
nationals are probably gobbling up,
is exactly what this entire incident
boils down to: nationalism.
P ut i n, who is k now n for
i ncor porat i ng rhetor ic f rom
Russia’s most notable philosophers
of the 19th and 20th centuries,
is stoking the nationalism fire.
He wa nt s to f lex
t he mot herla nd’s
muscles on t he
grandest of stages,
for no other
reason than to
assert Russian
except ionalism.
We l l , h e w a n t s
to secure Russia’s
Max
Stolarczyk access to the port in
Second-year
Crimea, too.
finance student
Furt hermore,
Putin wants a Russia
that is spiritually and culturally
u n ique i n bot h pu r pose a nd
content , wh ich ex pla i n s t he
growing disdain for Western
culture. Want to know why Russia
has instated such inhumane laws
towards homosexuals and women?
Solely to be different than what
Western culture dictates.
Put in, like t he Russian
philosophers he quotes so often,
wants to develop a Russia without
any of the maligned materialistic
or nihilistic values of the West.
Or so the narrative goes. At long

last, Putin wants Russia to realize
the potential it’s failed to realize
for centuries. He certainly thinks
removing any trace of Western
ideology is a good way of going
about this.
Does this sound like a country
or man that can be reasoned with
economically or diplomatically?
No.
In Russia, war solves Western
diplomacy. In Russia, centuries of
philosophical zealotry is reaching
a fever pitch. Putin wants the
best of a Soviet revival combined
with the tenets of their orthodox
religion, which is makes for a nasty
concoction.
This is why our policymakers
should treat Russia unlike any beast
they have tried to tame before.
Stifling trade with the country,
implementing economic sanctions
or removing their membership
in diplomatic groups is absolutely
irrelevant to Russia's ultimate
goals. If that’s not disconcerting,
our diplomatic track record for the
last decade or so certainly is.
Ultimately, Putin doesn’t sound
that much different than the kind
of steadfast men that played power
politics, claimed to work for the
greater good and pulled from
tenets of ethical egoism in order to
bring our country to prominence.
I wouldn’t want to see the U.S. get
into a mirror match.

Court storming
threatens safety
of players, fans
Fines, potential for harm
should deter celebration
Was it really worth it?
$25,000. Lost.
Students, and apparently some facult y as
well, couldn't resist storming the basketball
court after the big win over Kentucky. We, as a
university, are being fi ned over it by the SEC.
I must be living in the part of the country
t hat isn't experiencing economic t rouble.
W here a $25,000 fine is no big deal. Heck,
USC President Harris Pastides even said he
"enjoyed every dollar" lost as he ran down to
join students on the court.
But what about safety?
The SEC says that the fi ne was established to
prevent students from storming the football/
baseball fields or basketball courts and causing
injury. There is a real threat to students and
athletes when everyone in a stadium decides
that they want to be a part of the celebration
of a victory in a small space. People can get
trampled. Don't believe me? Look it up!
There was a situation with an athlete named
Joe K ay. His team, from a high school in
Tucson, Ariz., won its basketball game against
a rival, and afterwards, the fans rushed the
court. They trampled him.
Luckily, he was able to recover. However,
there are stories of other athletes that are not
so luck.
I get that people want to celebrate, but to
storm such a small space is dangerous. To have a
leader like Pastides participate is irresponsible.
Some students have claimed that the fine
is tolerable ever y once in awhile, because
storming the courts shows school spirit and
support for a sport. Does potentially crippling
an athlete or student really show school spirit?
I think Pastides and the student body need a
reality check when it comes to safety. Hopefully
that won't be in the form of a crippled athlete
or student after a big win.
—Manuel Velez , third-year public health student

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your opinion
voiced in The Daily
Gamecock? Contact
viewpoints@dailygamecock.
com for more information.
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The goal of The Daily
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ob i n s on
brings the sexy
to Columbia

Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Actor and comedian Craig Robinson, known for his roles in “The Office” and “Hot Tub Time Machine,” married music and comedy in his performance at the Koger Center.

Stand-up comic sits
down for hilarious,
musical performance
Erika Ryan

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

With the Koger Center packed
with USC students, Craig Robinson
pu lled st udent s onst age to pose
for photos, brought another up to
pantomime a fight and another still
sing USC’s fight song.
T h row i n a mosh pit a nd a
Gamecocks cheer, and Robinson,
a comedy star, had t he mak ings
of an energetic show full of crowd
interaction.
“Did you have a good t i me
tonight?” Robinson asked.
The crowd shouted back, “Yeah!”

Throughout his life, Robinson has
been in several different bands, but
right now he’s touring with the funkinfused Nasty Delicious, including
Tuesday’s stop at USC.
“I love t he ma r r iage bet ween
music and comedy,” Robinson said.
“You can get away wit h so much
more when it’s over music.”
Bet ween h is back g rou nd a s a
stand-up comic and past as a grade
school music teacher, Robinson’s act
is one of a kind.
“Do something with the lights that
makes me look sexy,” he said to the
technical crew right before they shut
off all the lights. “It’s not really stand
up, because number one: I’m sitting
down. It’s like if you had a crazy
choir teacher, and you’re singing,
then you stop and he curses you out,

and then he does something nice for
you. It’s an experience I guess.”
Robinson got his start on the hit
NBC comedy “The Office” as Darryl
Philbin, which began as a small part
and evolved into a more central role,
where he incorporated plenty of onscreen improv.
“‘The Office’ was an incredible
achievement in my career,” he said.
A f ter he booked a part in
“K nocked Up,” Robinson’s career
blew up. He says fame really struck
after his more recent fi lms.
“It depends on what the people say.
It used to be all about ‘The Office,’
but now they’re also talking about
‘This Is The End,’” he said. “You can
also tell when people go ‘Hey, you’re
the guy from that thing?’ or ‘Craig
Robinson!’ Lately I’ve been getting a

lot more ‘Craig Robinsons.”
Ref lecting on his college days,
Robinson said he saw a career in
comedy as out of reach, although
he’s always had a knack for making
people laugh. “Comedy chose me,”
he said. “I was always real silly.”
Now, w h i le t ou r i n g c ol le g e s
like USC, it’s obvious how excited
Robinson is to perform for his fans.
“The crowd gives you energ y,”
Robi n son sa id. “ E sp ec ia l ly t he
energ y of a new joke work i ng.”
What’s next for Robinson isn’t clear,
but he says his dream would to make
a movie that would be “like a black
‘Austin Powers.’”
And while he said he didn’t at fi rst
expect he’d make a career in comedy,
his advice for aspiring comics was
ROBINSON • 6

USC students counterattack war on drugs
Campus chapter of Students for Sensible
Drug Policy fight for narcotics reform
Alex Buscemi

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Ever y y e a r, hu nd r e d s of US C s t ude nt s
are caught with a weed stem in their desk or
a non-prescription Adderall pill in the folds
of their car seat. Every year, students dial 911
for a dangerously intoxicated part ygoers and
get slammed with underage drinking charges.
Sentences are dealt, scholarships are lost and lives
are forever altered as once-promising students are
forced to put the pieces back together.
The members of Students for Sensible Drug
Policy at USC, or SSDP, want to change the way
the university educates students on all things
drug-related.
According to the international organization’s
website, SSDP is a grassroots — no pun intended,
presumably — organization, led by a student-run
board of directors dedicated to ending the war
on drugs.
“We started this organization because most of
the drug laws that we have today are so wildly
outdated you can see it without knowing how
to read legal documents or having a medical
background,” said Brandon Santiago, a third-year
global supply communications and marketing
student and SSDP board member at USC.
The USC chapter has more scient if ically
driven motives than the national organization.
They want to remove the taboo associated with
narcotics like marijuana, psilocybin mushrooms,
MDMA and LSD, so researchers nationwide can
legally study their potentially beneficial medical
uses, Santiago said.
“It’s still illegal to research THC (an active
ingredient in marijuana) in the United States,
except in California and Washington,” Santiago
said. “[Researchers] can be arrested federally.
People are risking their lives and their families
and everything they own just to see if maybe you
can turn this into a medicine.”
SSDP ’s USC g roup a lso wa nt s to pass a

Anthony DeCoro / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

SSDP board members Brandon Santiago (left), Kristen Chimelewski and Pete Kahl attend an interest meeting.
911 good samaritan policy on campus. Such a
rule change would stop police from arresting
intoxicated students who call 911 for a friend who
took too much.
USC has said it doesn’t want to waive its right
to make students take classes on the consequences
of drinking and drug use because it thinks those
classes help prevent future problems.
“They reser ve t he right to punish people
because t hey t h i n k it’s i mpor t a nt to t hei r

au t ho r it y,” s a id Pe t e K a h l , a t h i r d -y e a r
psychology student and SSDP board member at
USC.
Another goal of the organization is to broaden
USC’s drug education. Every student is required
to pass an online AlcoholEdu course before they
can even register for classes, but students aren’t
required to learn about drugs like Adderall or
SSDP • 6
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MDMA.
“One thing we’re talking about having are
week ly seminars t hat are based on what’s
happen ing in tow n,” Sa nt iago said. “For
example, if Skrillex came to town, we would
have a seminar on safe molly use.”
The lack of education comes back to the
cultural taboo surrounding drugs, Kahl said.
That is, USC has accepted that many students
will drink, so instead of simply telling them not
to, it educates them on how to be responsible.
But that level of acceptance and education
hasn’t come to drugs.
“There’s no denying that the drugs are there
and people are going to be doing them,” Kahl
said. “Instead of stressing just abstinence, we
want to stress what the drug is, how to do it
safely and whether or not you even want to do
it.”
SSDP at USC is open to all students and
meets Mondays at 7 p.m. in room B112 of the
Honors Residence Hall. For more information,
follow the group on Twitter @SSDP_SC or
visit schoolsnotprisons.com.

DG
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Robinson’s performance featured lots of audience involvement, making fans sing on stage and start mosh pits.
ROBINSON • Continued from 5
simple — be yourself.
“There’s only one you, so when you go to

auditions, make sure you’re presenting yourself,
and your point of view, because you’re the only
one that we have of you,” Robinson said.
DG
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EMPLOYMENT
PT CSR - US Patriot Tactical.
Flex. hrs, between 7am &
8pm. Good phone skills req,
military a plus. kathryn@
uspatriottactical.com
Swimming & Soccer
Instructors
NOW HIRING
SWIM & SOCCER TEACHERS!
Pay starts @ $10.25 per hour.
Free Training and Certification.
Email your current availability
or
class schedule and any
qualifications
you may have to Jim Reiser at
jreiser@swimprofessor.com
Email jreiser@swimprofessor.
com

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5 Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

LEFT OF
THE DIAL
RIGHT IN
YOUR
EAR

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mary Kay Products
To order Mary Kay products
visit www.marykay.com/
yasmeenf and have them
shipped free to you and take
an additional 20 percent off
your order. Feel free to call
(803) 363-9689 for details.
yasmeenf2013@gmail.com
Email fareedy@email.sc.edu

THE SCENE

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Venus enters Aquarius
t o d a y u nt i l A p r i l 5,
and the mood lightens
towards fun, freedom and
romance. Social activities
benefit your career. Break
through barriers that used
to stop you. Follow your
heart’s desire. Your fans
cheer you on.

Fr ivol it y is i n order.
Create a more powerful
presence by playing with
it . Comprom ise get s
achieved more easily,
with Venus in Aquarius
until April 5. Tr y and
succeed in a new game.
You’re gaining wisdom
as you go.

You have an extra ability
to com mu n icate what
you’re learning over the
next month, with Venus
in Aquarius. Regenerate
your energy reserves. A
charming t heor y gets
presented. Tr ust your
own heart to lead you.
Friends help.

Travel to or over water
may be in order. The
ambiance shifts towards
playful creativity, with
Venus in Aquarius until
April 5. Take charge.
Help a coworker. Use
w h a t y o u’ v e k e p t i n
storage. Your hypothesis
gets confirmed.

Use your imagination,
and add a feminine touch
to your workspace. With
Venus in Aquarius for
a month, your creative
freedom and education
f lower. Invest in home
i mprovement s. Keep
fixing what you have.
Build a dream.

The next month could
g e t q u it e p r of it able ,
with Venus in Aquarius.
Attend meetings, make
deals and find the winwin situation. It’s getting
easier to advance. Craft
your message and get it
out. It’s getting fun!

Enjoy romantic moments.
They seem to come more
frequently, with Venus
in rebellious Aquarius
until April 5. It’s easier
to venture forth. Talk
about your dreams with
a part ner. Your stat us
is on the rise. Imagine
fulfillment.

Plan a social event to
forward a joint project.
Collaborat ion can
t h r i v e . Yo u’r e e v e n
luckier in love, now that
Venus is in Aquarius
for a mont h. C reate
re volut ion a r y ide a s ,
a nd share t hem w it h
respected people.

You r ac t ion s c a n get
quite profitable. Phone
t he off ice. Expect
expenditures. Investigate
ne w v i st a s. G ive t he
illusion of certainty, even
if you don’t feel it. Good
news is com ing. Your
f r iend s applaud you r
efforts. Relax and enjoy.

Fo c u s o n ho me a nd
family, with Venus in
Aquarius until April 5.
Add beauty, love and art
to your surroundings.
It provides inspiration
and power. Join forces
with a partner to bring a
mutual dream to life.

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

7

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Capricorn

Aquarius

Dream big, and in writing.
M a ke conc rete pla n s
with multiple scenarios
to attain goals. Spend
time on research. You’re
especially irresist ible,
with Venus in Aquarius
t h i s c o m i n g m o nt h .
Take advantage of your
persuasive arts. Splurge
on your appearance.

TODAY
THE BLACK CADILLACS
8:30 p.m., free
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TODAY

TOMORROW

THE INVISIBLE WOMAN

BLACK TAXI / BROTHERTIGER /
MECHANICAL RIVER / WE ROLL LIKE
MADMEN
7:30 p.m., $5 / $8 day of show

5:30 & 8:30 p.m., $8
Nickelodeon Theatre,
1607 Main St.

New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
3/5/14

Pisces

For a month with Venus
in Aquarius, fantasies
abound. Wait for checks
to clear. Keep secrets.
Together you energize
each other. Finish old
jobs for peace of mind.
Allow yourself quiet time
to imagine a particular
dream.

Follow us @thegamecock

3/5/14

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

ACROSS
1 Kid’s summer
spot
5 Ain’t it the truth
9 Melville’s Billy
13 Craft seen at
many a 1-Across
14 Banned apple
treatment
15 Current about
16 “Family Matters”
nerd
17 __ dry eye in the
house
18 Hindu music style
19 Outdo other
guests seeking a
party drink?
22 Hotel annex?
23 Carson’s latenight
predecessor
24 Thurmond who
was a senator for
47 years
26 Fancy neckwear
29 Bay Area airport
letters
31 Lux. locale
32 Pitcher of milk?
34 Size up
36 Order one so-so
ice cream drink?
39 Throw in the
direction of
40 __ one’s game:
performing below
par
41 Bribe
42 Slice of history
44 Hardly silk purse
material, in an
idiom
48 Building brick
50 Bearing
52 Unnamed degree
53 Activate a
dispenser for a
fruit drink?
57 Civil rights icon
Parks
58 “You bet, señora!”
59 Rye fungus
60 Avery long time
61 Lobe adornment
62 Slasher’s title
hangout, in ﬁlm:
Abbr.
63 Schools of
whales
64 Pops the
question
65 H.S. junior’s
exam

DOWN
1 Job, and then
some
2 Asian capital on a
peninsula
3 Champagne
brand
4 Assail (with), as
snowballs
5 Classic ﬁlm with
dancing hippos
6 Hawaiian hi or
bye
7 Works a wedding
8 Catch
9 Too well-done
10 Where not to be
paddleless?
11 Whence a front
yard growl
12 It may be used to
ID a perp
13 Like dice,
shapewise
20 Chooses
21 G.I.
entertainment
25 Robinson of song
27 November
honorees
28 Support group for
kids of substance
abusers
30 Scam that’s
“pulled”

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

33 Hamburger’s
article
35 Without
36 All set
37 Championed, as
a cause
38 Fruit used as a
vitamin C
supplement
39 Airport safety org.
43 Prenatal tests, for
short
45 Bafﬂing problem
46 Not marked up
47 Classic role for
Clark

49 Military bigwigs
51 “Everything’s
ﬁne”
54 Worker protection
agcy.
55 Cherokee
maker
56 www addresses
57 50 Cent’s
genre
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Florida
frustrates
Gamecocks
Jeﬀrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior guard Brenton Williams called Florida’s suffocating defense “the best defense I’ve seen.” Williams managed seven points in his final game at Colonial Life Arena.

Frazier sets SEC, team record against South
Carolina with 11 3-pointers
Danny Garrison

DGARRISON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Down by just two at halftime to the No. 1 team in
the nation, the South Carolina men’s basketball team
turned in about as strong of an effort as you could ask
for in the early stages Tuesday night.
But the Gators defended their status as the best outfit
in the country in the second half, pulling away to win
72-46, crushing the Gamecocks’ hopes of pulling off
another upset.
“At halftime, even though we were in a two-point
game, I didn’t feel good,” coach Frank Martin said. “I
just didn’t see us having the fuel in the tank that you’ve
got to have to sustain 40 minutes of the effort that you
have to play to defeat them.”
After finishing the first half down 26-28, the wheels
fell off for South Carolina. The Gators opened the
second period on an 11-2 run and would go on to
outscore the Gamecocks 44-20 in the half.
Florida is typically a team that distributes its scoring
relatively evenly with no clear-cut star on the roster,
so no one could have predicted the performance guard
Michael Frazier II turned in Tuesday.
The sophomore scored a career-high 37 points and

was the only Gator to break double digits, but the
number that stands out is his three-point tally. Frazier
made 11 threes to break not only Florida’s school record
for a single game, but the all-time SEC record.
“I thought we were late to him every single time,”
Martin said. “We obviously didn’t express to our
players that Michael Frazier shoots the basketball. That
obviously wasn’t communicated as well as it needed to
be communicated.”
Sophomore forward Mindaugas Kacinas led the
Gamecocks in scoring Tuesday night with 12 points.
He also finished with eight rebounds, the second
best on the team, finishing behind fellow Lithuanian
sophomore Laimonas Chatkevicius’s nine boards.
Guard Brenton Williams received senior night
honors before the game as the only senior on the South
Carolina roster. He was joined by Bruce Ellington, who
decided to forgo his final basketball season as he readies
for the NFL draft.
Williams has made a career out of the three-point
shot, but he was only able to scrape together seven
points by launching up a couple of miraculous shots
against the Gators — a testament, he said, to the
defensive effort Florida turned in against him on the
day.
“That was by far the best defense I’ve seen,” Williams
said. “They did a pretty good job of communicating as
a team where I was at on the floor at all times from what

I saw on the court.”
In Williams’ final game at Colonial Life Arena, he
went just two-for-nine from the field and added two
steals, an assist and a rebound.
With just one regular season game left to play for
Williams and his career at his home venue in the rear
view, Martin was able to reflect on his lone senior’s time
in the program.
“This university has served him well. It’s helped
him grow as a human being. It’s made him a better
person and a better player,” Martin said. “And he has
served this university back by sacrificing of himself and
representing us the right way.”
South Carolina’s faint hope of toppling the No. 1
team in the country was alive and well halfway through
Tuesday’s game. But the Gators aren’t where they are
this year for no reason.
And as Martin watched his Gamecocks slip further
and further out of contention, he realized that pulling a
second upset was too tall an order for his young South
Carolina team.
“My concern going into this game was all the energy
and emotion that we had to put into Saturday — would
we have the resolve and the inner strength to have to do
it again, and to a greater degree on Tuesday?” Martin
said. “We tried, but we gave into fatigue, and you can’t
win when you give in to fatigue.”
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Women prep for SEC tourney
Team will face winner of
Vandy, Georgia on Friday
David Roberts

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Coming into the SEC Tournament on
Friday, the No. 5 South Carolina women’s
basketball team will have to do something
it isn’t used to: rebounding after a loss.
The Gamecocks (26-3, 14-2 SEC) lost
just three games during the regular season
but saw Sunday’s loss to No. 6 Tennessee
end the team’s 10-game winning streak,
which began after an overtime loss to
Texas A&M back in January.
After finishing atop the SEC standings,
South Carolina was awarded the No. 1
seed in the SEC Tournament and will not
have to play until Friday afternoon.
The possibility of facing Tennessee
in the SEC Tournament only presents
itself if the two teams make it to the
championship game, since the Gamecocks
and Volunteers sit on opposite sides of the
bracket.
“We have to figure out what to do
if we want to win an SEC tournament
championship,” head coach Dawn Staley
said after South Carolina’s 73-61 loss at
Tennessee. “We can use this as a teaching
tool for our basketball team. We will
learn from this.”
South Carolina has the gift and curse
of waiting until Thursday to see who it
will play. Its opponent will be decided less
than 24 hours before tip-off on Friday.
Vanderbilt will face off against Georgia
at noon Thursday in game three, which
features two teams that fell to South
Carolina earlier this season.
The Gamecocks beat Vanderbilt when
the Commodores visited Columbia in
a 76-66 victory that was not as close as
the score indicates. Then they were able
to beat Vanderbilt on its own court in
Nashville, Tenn., winning 61-57.

Hannah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Tiffany Mitchell was named SEC Player of
the Year, the league office announced. She
also earned a 2014 All-SEC First Team nod.
Georgia represented the last hurdle in
the Gamecocks’ quest for a regular season
SEC championship; South Carolina won
67-56.
If South Carolina wins its game against
either Vanderbilt or Georgia, it will turn
around and face the victor of game eight.
The winner of the Missouri/Mississippi
State game will face off against Florida;
then, the winner of that game will play

Kentucky in game eight.
W hoever emerges would play the
Gamecocks in the semifinal game.
Tennessee sits in a similar position to
South Carolina, as they, too, need only
two victories to reach the championship
game, which will be Sunday at 3:30 p.m.
on ESPN.
“I told [the team] we may have an
opportunity to play Tennessee again in
the near future, and we will make some
adjustments to be ready,” Staley said.
“They won’t be as efficient as they were in
the first half.”
Ju n ior center I sabel le H a r r ison
tormented the Gamecocks early on in
the contest, accounting for 14 points,
six rebounds and a steal in the first half,
leading the Lady Volunteers to a 38-30
halftime lead that would propel Tennessee
to victory.
“She is definitely a physical player. She
was getting a lot of shots early,” junior
center Elem Ibiam said. “I wasn’t not
prepared, but she is very physical and a
good player.”
The SEC league office announced
regular season individual awards Tuesday,
and South Carolina players littered the
list of winners.
Sophomore guard Tiffany Mitchell
took home SEC Player of the Year, while
Staley grabbed the SEC Coach of the
Year award.
Freshman center Alaina Coates was
named SEC Freshman of the Year and co6th Woman of the Year — the best player
off the bench — an award she shares with
Jennifer O’Neill of Kentucky.
Mitchell and Aleighsa Welch earned
spots on the 2014 All-SEC First Team.
Coates landed on the 2014 A ll-SEC
Second Team and the 2014 SEC AllFreshman Team.
Ibiam and Mitchell also earned 2014
SEC All-Defensive Team nods.
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Baseball
dominates
Stetson, 7-1
The Sout h Carolina
baseball team held on
t o it s u ndef e at e d r e c ord
Tuesday afternoon, as they
overpowered Stetson, winning
7-1.
T he G a me co c k s (11- 0)
grabbed the lead in the bottom
of t he f i r st i n n i ng when
Grayson Greiner knocked in
two runs on a single to center.
Stetson was able to cut the
lead in half in the next frame,
scor i ng a n u nea r ned r u n
after the Hatters’ Kyle Zech
reached on a fielding error by
pitcher Josh Reagan.
South Carolina broke the
game open in the bottom of
the second, scoring four runs,
sparked by Joey Pankake’s
two-run single.
Reagan would finish the day
for the Gamecocks with five
innings pitched, surrendering
si x h it s, a n u near ned r u n
and six strikeouts. He is now
2-0 on the season and hasn’t
given up an earned run in 8.2
innings pitched.
Reagan gave way to
Matthew Vogel in the sixth
inning, who would stay to
pitch a perfect seventh inning
for the Gamecocks. Taylor
Widener and John Parke came
on in the eighth and ninth
inning, respectively, en route
to scoreless frames.
—Compiled by David Roberts,
Assistant Sports Editor

